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Attachment No. 3F


Research Plan (Structure & Material Research Division)


Complete this form by filling out page 2 through page 7 as instructed below and submit.
Complete page 2, including the following information: the prospective academic supervisor’s name, the proposed research title, and the summary of your proposed research plan addressing the subsequent bulleted list of (1) through (4). The summary should not exceed 500 words.
From page 3 through page 7, fill in the designated blank areas with the following information to be included in the proposed research: (1) research status and outputs of applicant’s research activities to date, (2) research background, (3) research objectives and methods, (4) outstanding aspects and originality, and (5) planned schedule.
Following instructions must be considered:

(1) Research status and outputs of applicant’s research activities to date
Describe clearly the current status and outputs of the research that the applicant has been working on. The emphasis should be placed on: its background, problems, strategies to reach solutions, objectives and methods, outstanding aspects, and originality of the research supported by related references.

(2) Research background
Describe clearly the scientific context of the proposed research, issues to be solved, the applicant’s previous research activities leading to the conception of this proposal supported by related references.
(3) Research objectives and methods
Describe clearly the research objectives and methods, addressing the followings: what will be the research subjects, how the research will be conducted, and what the scope of the study will be.
(4) Outstanding aspects and originality
Describe clearly the outstanding aspects and the originality of the proposed research with focusing on the following points:
- comparison between related research, if any, with the outstanding aspects, focuses, and the originality of the proposal,
- the proposed research’s position within the related research community both inside and outside of Japan and its significance, and
- expected impacts if the research proposal was achieved successfully.
(5) Planned schedule
Outline the planned schedule of the proposed research during the doctoral course. The preparation period before starting the doctoral course must also be considered.
(6) Additional information to be concerned
(a) Use 11 point font with an appropriate line spacing.
(b) Excluding page 1 for the summary, figures and tables may be added for substantiating your ideas. You must use an appropriate figure legend for its clarity.
(c) References included in the text must be properly cited.
(d) Do not include names, photographs, and/or any information which may reveal the identity of the applicant. Your application may be disqualified if any of the above information were included in the research plan.
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	Summary of the proposed research including headings (1) through (4) described above (Do not exceed 500 words)

note:
* Font-size: 11 point.
* Do NOT include figures, tables, etc.
Delete the note above when completing this form.







	(1) Research status and current outputs of applicant’s research activities to date

note:
* Font-size: 11 point.
* Continued to next page.
Delete the note above when completing this form.
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	(2) Research background

note:
* Font-size: 11 point.
Delete the note above when completing this form.








	(3) Research objectives and methods

note:
* Font-size: 11 point.
* Continued to next page.
Delete the note above when completing this form.
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	(4) Outstanding aspects and originality

note:
* Font-size: 11 point.
Delete the note above when completing this form.








	(5) Planned schedule

note:
* Font-size: 11 point.
Delete the note above when completing this form.
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